TABLE OF CONTENTS

ADbreviations. . .. ... ..o
Map 1: Map of Egypt, Nubia, and the region of Sinai. . . .....................
Map 2: Map of the area of Serabit el-Khadim and its periphery................
Preface ...
1. The alphabet in the history of writing . .. ......... ... ... ... ... ... .......

2. The Egyptian transformation of Southwest Sinai into a ‘sacrotope’ of the goddess
Hathor . ...

3. Cross cultural contacts: intercultural equations of gods and the development of a
NEW WIItING SYSTIM . . . . ..ot

4. Levantine Canaanites versus Sinaitic Canaanites and their presence and
representation in Serabit el-Khadim .............. ... ... .. .. .. L.

5. A Canaanite ‘path-finder’ (mfnw) working for the Egyptians: hieroglyphic and
alphabetic inscriptions on the stone tablet S375a.........................

6. Appearing like an Egyptian but being Canaanite: Canaanite inscriptions in mine H
7. Two inscriptions — one scribe: the case of 3d3. ... ................... . ....

8. Not just bilingual: the riddles of the sphinx (S345) .......................

11

13

14

15

19

23

37

47

55

59

63

67



9. The Egyptian workshop for the temple of Hathor in the Twelfth dynasty: A
significant site for the genesis of alphabetic writing? ... ................... 83

10. The first wave of alphabetic writing spreading from Serabit into areas outside
SINAL ..t 87

11. Anra versus Nefer: MB Levantine imitations of writing. .. ................ 97

12. Between logocentrism and conspicuous communication:looking at the structural
and figurative beauty of early alphabetic writing . ....................... 103

Bibliography . .. ... .. 107

Index . 117



