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PREFACE

The volume Urban Space in Historical Geography: Collective Perception and
Territoriality stems from the period of research that I carried out in Germa-
ny as a Research Fellow of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation at the
Katholische Universitit Eichstitt-Ingolstadt, where I dealt in particular with
the urban world in Strabo's Geography. The development of this investigation
has given rise to the desire to bring together international scholars of the an-
cient world to broaden the discussion on the theme of the city and address it
from different perspectives, opening the field of inquiry to other issues related
to the concepts of territoriality and urban settlement and also involving experts
from the modern world.

The following authors have participated in this miscellany: Mariachiara Ange-
lucci (Katholische Universitit Eichstitt-Ingolstadt / Universita degli Studi di
Pavia), Cinzia Bearzot (Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore di Milano), Sere-
na Bianchetti (Universita degli Studi di Firenze), Anke Breitung (Katholische
Universitit Eichstitt-Ingolstadt), Encarnacién Castro-Pdez (Universidad de
Milaga), Gonzalo Cruz Andreotti (Universidad de Mélaga), Daniela Dueck
(Bar Ilan University), Francisco Javier Gémez Espelosin (Universidad de Al-
cald de Henares), Marc Domingo Gygax (Princeton University), Ekaterina Ily-
ushechkina (Russian State University for Humanities, Russian Presidential
Academy of National Economy and Public Administration), Fabio Minazzi
(Universita degli Studi dell'Insubria), Giuseppe Muti (Universita degli Stu-
di dell'Insubria), Silvia Panichi (Universita degli Studi di Perugia), Monika
Schuol (Christian-Albrechts-Universitit zu Kiel), Alexandra Trachsel (Uni-
versitit Hamburg), Mattia Vitelli Casella (Alma Mater Studiorum-Universi-
ta di Bologna).

This volume consists of five parts, thematically organized on the basis of
the authors’ contributions. Given the starting point and the inspiration behind
the research, as well as the centrality of Strabo’s work for those who deal with
historical geography, the first part, entitled “Urban Space and the Geography of
Strabo’, is that which includes the largest number of contributions and is dedi-
cated in particular to Strabo’s work. The first contribution takes up the theme
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of the representation of Arcadia and its cities, bearing paricularly in mind how
the phenomenon of synoecism is treated in order to show how the description
of space is strongly influenced by the political ideology of the geographer. The
poverty of information in describing the foundation of the cities and their de-
velopment does not do justice to their importance and this is not accidental but
due to Strabo’s negative view of the Arcadian Confederation and of the Theban
hegemony. Alexandra Trachsel is specifically concerned with Thebes and its
failed hegemony. The author makes a comparison between the ways in which
Thebes and Troy are depicted and assessed by Strabo and how he links the
two urban entities to Rome. The third, fourth and fifth contributions of this
first session deal specifically with the parts of the Geography related respective-
ly to Spain, Illyricum and Italy. Encarnacién Castro-Pdez analyses how cities
are chosen and described in Book III, letting Strabo’s criteria and perspective
emerge, without neglecting to dwell on the characteristics of the chorographic
depiction of the territory, essential to understand the author’s approach to the
Iberian Peninsula. Similatly, the urban settlements are the focus of the contri-
bution of Mattia Vitelli Casella, who consistently takes into account the places
mentioned by Strabo, focusing on the terminology used. The author empha-
sises how there is no systematic choice to indicate the sites with a specific term,
although the urban reality is central to the Geography nor is there a desire to
harmonise the data from different sources. It is precisely the centrality of the
city as a territorial marker and the importance of the economic factor, neces-
sarily linked to that of the road network, which leads Silvia Panichi to consi-
der the theme of the viae romanae. They constitute the point of reference for
the treatment of the cities of inland Italy, for which in particular the proximity
to the road network is a crucial factor of importance. As Daniela Dueck points
out in the following paper, there are no empty spaces in the Geography, which
highlights in every part the signs of human action and presence on the territory.
Her article considers how the geographer treats spatial gaps between inhabited
regions and comes to the conclusion that uninhabited territories are not signi-
ficant in his eyes. In fact, cities are the constitutive elements around which the
description of the different regions of the populated world is structured.

The second part, as can be seen from the title “Urban Space in Cartography’,
is about urban centres in cartographic representations. Serena Bianchetti’s ar-
ticle highlights the difference between the western and eastern parts of Eratos-
thenes  map. Because of the importance of the Mediterranean and of Egypt at
the time of the Alexandrine, the meridians and parallels of the western part are
identified by historically important cities, while the reference points for Asia,
for which he had less information available, are mountains and rivers. Monika
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Schuol deals with the Tabula Peutingeriana, considering how the urban centres
are depicted and whether their importance plays a significant role in their repre-
sentation. What emerges is that the map does not allow for the identification
of less or more urbanised areas in many of its parts nor for the identification of
a hierarchy within the categories “city” or “village’, especially for the regions east
of the Euphrates, while the development of infrastructure in the Imperial pe-
riod is evident.

The third part, “Urban Topography and the Expedition of Alexander the
Great’, contains two papers dealing with topographical issues related to Alex-
ander the Great’s expedition. Cinzia Bearzot’s article takes into account the
information that ancient authors have handed down about the expedition
in the lower course of Indus and discusses the possible identifications of the
archaeological site of Banbhore with the places mentioned in the sources,
concluding by touching on the problem of “Alexander’s port’, mentioned in
Arrian’s Indike. Although the Macedonian king’s enterprise was essentially a
military action, the places he encountered did not fail to impress the histori-
ans whom he took with him. Francisco Javier Gémez Espelosin seeks to bring
out the impressions they left in their works. The towns appear as milestones
that mark the advance of the troops but there is also no lack of curiosities and
information about topographical characteristics of places.

The fourth part, entitled “Territoriality, Political Perception and Identity’,
opens with the contribution of Marc Domingo Gygax, who, starting from the
epigraphic evidence of some decrees of the cities of Xanthus, Telmessus and
Limyra, considers the issue of the distinction between citizens and perioikoi.
The author analyses whether this is a geographical classification and whether
it also has political implications in terms of institutions and citizenship rights,
coming to the conclusion that behind this classification lies a complex politi-
cal organization of the territory of the polis, in which local identities are pre-
served. The theme of identity is also the focus of the contribution of Gonzalo
Cruz Andreotti, who stresses how civic and ethnic features are perceived as
being part of the same identity structure of a political nature, aimed at ensuring
administrative, territorial and military cohesion. Ekaterina Ilyushechkina deals
with the geography of Gaius Iulius Solinus and analyses in particular its initial
part, which is an excursus on the mythical origins of Rome and its history until
Augustus, highlighting that the cultural memory has a political purpose and is
intended to emphasise the role of Rome, now at the head of the whole world.

The volume concludes with a section of three articles devoted to “Urban
Space in Modern Times”. Fabio Minazzi presents the city as an ideal principle
of history in Carlo Cattaneos nineteenth-century work, in which Asian cities
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appear as clearly differentiated from European and Western ones. The author
stresses how, according to Carlo Cattaneo, Italian municipalities in particular
played an essential role in the formation of modern science. The following con-
tribution by Giuseppe Muti deals with the historical-geographical evolution of
the city of Como and the Lake region through the study of the tourist phenom-
enon and the social production of space, dwelling on the moments of crisis and
on those of growth and development. The last article, finally, by Anke Brei-
tung deals with the theme of the relationship between man and the environ-
ment from a neo-phenomenological perspective, highlighting the importance
of atmospheres and feelings in the perception of urban space.

I would like to thank the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation for giv-
ing me the opportunity to carry out research in Germany, and Prof. Michael
Rathmann for hosting me at the Katholische Universitit Eichstitt-Ingolstadt.
My special thanks go to the International Association “Geography And Histo-
riography in Antiquity” (GAHIA) and to the scientific committee of the series
“Monografias de Gahia” for having welcomed and financed this volume, to Prof.
Francisco J. Gonzéles Ponce, Prof. José Maria Candau Morén and Prof. Anto-
nio Luis Chavez Reino of the University of Seville, Prof. Francisco Javier Gé-
mez Espelosin of the University of Alcald de Henares and Prof. Gonzalo Cruz
Andpreotti of the University of Milaga. Finally, I owe a dept of gratitude to all
the authors who accepted, both enthusiastically and professionally, the invita-
tion to participate in this miscellany throug their contributions.

The Editor
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Abbreviated references to Greek authors and to collections of fragments and
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Griego-Espanol of the CSIC. For Latin authors, the abbreviations of the The-
saurys Linguae Latinae have been used. Abbreviated references to general works
follow the Oxford Classical Dictionary (4th edition). Journals and periodicals
are cited according to the usage of L Année Philologique.
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